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                  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Ministry of Commerce Promotes Thailand as Asia’s Hub of Handmade Silk

BANGKOK, Thailand – The Ministry of Commerce has organized the Asian Fashion Plus Trade Fair as a special activity during the 41st ASEAN Economic Ministers Meeting in order to promote Thailand as the “Hub of Handmade Silk in Asia,” and to strengthen Thai fashion on the world stage through networking with markets in the ASEAN region.

While unveiling the special activity that will take place during the 41st ASEAN Economic Ministers (AEM) Meeting, Commerce Minister Porntiva Nakasai stated that Thailand has the raw materials to produce high quality silk which is renowned handicraft of Thailand. Thai silk is currently well-known in countries around the world.

To highlight Thailand’s readiness to be the fashion center and the Hub of Handmade Silk in Asia, the Asian Fashion Plus Trade Fair is held on August 13, 2009. Ministers attending the AEM Meeting have been invited to attend the event, dressing in their respective national costumes.

“The purpose of this event is to promote the trade of quality fashion merchandise both within ASEAN and beyond. It will also showcase the potential of production and fashion design, as this will be a stage for ASEAN producers and fashion designers to present the merchandise” Porntiva said. “Thailand is well-equipped in this industry from upstream to downstream – ranging from textile, garments and apparel to leather and accessories. This event will reinforce the market network and the fashion merchandise production base in ASEAN as well.”

The Ministry has also organized a Public-Private Sector Policy Dialogue which is a discussion forum between the ASEAN Economic Ministers and the private sector in ASEAN –  representatives from ABAC, ASEAN-CCI and AFTEX – in order to encourage ASEAN private sector’s participation in ASEAN economic integration as well as to strengthen and develop the textiles industry in the region.

The Asian Fashion Plus Trade Fair has been organized in partnership with the Bangkok International Fashion Fair and Bangkok International Leather Fair 2009 (BIFF & BIL 2009), which will be held during August 13-16, 2009, at the IMPACT Convention Center in Muang Thong Thani. About 800 companies – from the 10 ASEAN member countries as well as Hong Kong, Taiwan, China, India, Japan and Germany – will exhibit their products in 1,200 booths at the trade fair. Thailand’s export in the fashion and leather industry has been growing steadily.  It is expected to reach 620,000 million baht this year. 

The ASEAN Economic Ministers (AEM) Meeting is a meeting of ministers overseeing economic affairs in the 10 ASEAN member countries. The AEM meeting is held twice a year; an informal meeting or the so called “the AEM Retreat” in April-May, and a formal meeting or “the AEM Meeting” held in August. The 41st AEM meeting is held 
during August 12-16, 2009, at the Hilton Millennium Hotel in Bangkok, and is hosted by the Department of Trade Negotiations, Ministry of Commerce, on behalf of the Royal Thai Government.
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