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NEWS RELEASE 



                  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
ASEAN Economic Ministers aim to have ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement enter into force during ASEAN summit in October

The ASEAN Economic Ministers (AEM) agreed to have the ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement enter into force during the ASEAN summit meeting this October, elevating key measures to benefit trade, such as setting up an ASEAN Trade Repository, establishing a Joint Committee on Trade Facilitation, and Self Certification of goods.

After meeting with ASEAN Economic Ministers on an ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA), Commerce Minister Porntiva Nakasai said that the AEM agreed to have the ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement (ATIGA) enter into force at latest during the ASEAN summit meeting this October.

“This new agreement will include a reduction in tariffs among ASEAN Member Countries, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, trade facilitation, and customs which will make ASEAN trade subject to clear, transparent and fair regulations. ASEAN also agreed to carry out measures that would facilitate trade, such as setting up an ASEAN Trade Repository, which is a compilation of import measures and procedures of ASEAN Member Countries and will be posted on a website. The information to be posted will include customs tariffs and non-tariffs measures. This would be convenient for the private sector and the public in general to find information on trade measures in ASEAN countries. Thailand suggested that ASEAN complete the ASEAN Trade Repository by next year in order to move towards becoming an economic community. A Joint Committee on Trade Facilitation is established. This committee would include representatives from trade, customs and non-tariffs measures areas both public and private sectors. This will be a good opportunity for the private and public sectors in ASEAN member countries to have close discussions and set up a framework to facilitate trade so that there are as few barriers as possible for the movement of goods in ASEAN.

“At present when exporters would like to export under the preferential tariff scheme of AFTA, they have to request for a certificate of origin from the Ministry of Commerce to certify that their products really originating in Thailand,” Porntiva said. “In preparation for becoming the ASEAN Economic Community and for the free movement of goods, ASEAN Economic Ministers have agreed that exporters can use a Self Certification system, in which the exporters can export goods to other ASEAN countries and certify themselves without asking for further certification. This will go into effect on January 1, 2012.”
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