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NEWS RELEASE 



                  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
ASEAN Economic Ministers visit “Arts of the Kingdom” exhibition

The ASEAN Economic Ministers visited the “Arts of the Kingdom” exhibition, showcasing extremely exquisite but rarely seen traditional Thai crafts initiated under the Royal Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit. The visitors were stunned by the magnificent craftsmanship of the Thai villagers.

After the tour of the “Arts of the Kingdom” exhibit at the Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall at the Dusit Palace, Commerce Minister Porntiva Nakasai said that the group of ASEAN Economic Ministers and their spouses were impressed by the exhibition artworks. The Masterpieces on display are, for example,
· a model of the Suphannabhetra golden ship,

· the Sivikakarn covered palanquin,
· the Gold Niello  Bhudthan Throne,
· a model of the majestic Royal Barge Suphannahongse or golden mythical swan,
· the Phra Mahajanaka golden barge studded with precious gems and embellished with beetle wing collage,

· an embroided silk screen of “Himavan Forest” or magical forest, 

· a wood-carved screen with the legend of “Benjaratana” or five precious gems,

· an Octagonal-shaped room decorated with beetle wings,

· a painted screen depicting “Surindhorn Sura Apsaras” or mythical angles,

· Sapakhap-phrakhajataan — a howdah or seat placed on an elephant’s back, and
· Bussabok Mala throne pavilion.
“The ASEAN Economic Ministers were flabbergasted by the work and praised the wisdom and vision of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit for preserving and supporting the Thai traditional arts and crafts,” Porntiva said. “Many of them were amazed that every single artisan was of a normal villager without carpentry skills, but when they were admitted into the artisans’ program, they were able to create works of craftsmanship that are quite magnificent and exquisite.”

“Her Majesty Queen Sirikit said that through The Foundation for the Promotion of Supplementary Occupations and Related Techniques, which Her Majesty established, Her Majesty learned of the villagers’ talents, and if given the opportunity, they could succeed at anything. The Thais from the regions of the north, south, northeast and center are extremely gifted,” Porntiva said. “The Ministry of Commerce has responded to Her Majesty’s royal idea by supporting and promoting Thai craftsmanship domestically as well as internationally, and has pursued the ‘Creative Economy’ policy of the Royal Thai Government.” 
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