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                  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
AEM and private sector press to facilitate trade, support ASEAN as a textiles hub

ASEAN’s private sector pressured ASEAN to further facilitate trade, move forward with the “Green Lane” and “ASEAN Single Window” projects, and bring together textile industry groups to compete on the international arena as Thailand moves ahead to introduce ASEAN as the Hub for Creative Economies.

The ASEAN Public Private Sector Policy Dialogue included representatives from the ASEAN Business Advisory Council, the ASEAN Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and the ASEAN Federation of Textile Industry. After the meeting, Thai Commerce Minister Porntiva Nakasai said that the ASEAN Economic Ministers heard the various problems, barriers, and suggestions directly from the private sector organizations. The ASEAN advisory council brought these problems up with investors of Small to Medium Enterprises, and they requested that the government speedily press for the successful completion of the Green Lane and ASEAN Single Window projects to facilitate trade.

The ASEAN Federation of Textile Industry asked that the government support investments to set up a project to bring together textile industry groups in ASEAN in order to assist textiles producers to create high quality goods, from upstream to downstream, so that prices are competitive and the quality of goods is better.

The AEM heard various suggestions and assurances that policies would be pushed through in order to facilitates trade. Thailand suggested that ASEAN become a hub for creative economies to bring together and exchange information on intellectual property rights among member countries so as to promote creativity in film, music, fashions and others.

Indonesia said that it was currently testing a National Single Window system to connect with the ASEAN Single Window because at present many ASEAN countries have already set up the National Single Window systems. Singapore suggested that it host the “Open ASEAN global Government Forum” trade fair at the end of 2010 to bring together buyers and importers with producers and exporters as well as shipping businesses. The event will strengthen trade opportunities, in particular the businesses of appliances and technologies, and will help ASEAN countries to display their goods and potentials.

Cambodia suggested that ASEAN follow up with various measures of the ASEAN Economic Community Scorecard in order to build strong business cooperation.

The Public Private Sector Policy Dialogue was arranged in order to promote the participation of the private sector in moving forward to the goal of the ASEAN Economic Community in 2015. During the AEM, it was suggested that the textiles industry hold discussions because ASEAN’s textiles industry has a global capability for a worldwide market expansion.
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